
WELCOME to INDEPENDENCE 

PARENT FAQs 

General: 

1. When is Open House and what topics are covered?  The Kindergarten Open House is on Monday, 

August 7th from 5:00-6:30 p.m.  You will go to your child’s classroom to drop off school supplies, meet 

the teacher and your child’s classmates, take a bus ride around the parking lot, and learn a little bit 

about a kindergarten day and the curriculum. (Grades 1-5 have a separate Open House on August 3rd 

from 5:30-7:00 p.m.) 

 

2. How do I find out about school supplies; when do we bring them to school?  A school supply list 

was sent with the Kindergarten Placement letters mailed earlier this summer. Click here for a link to 

the Standard Kindergarten Supply List. (Keep in my mind your child’s teacher may have a few 

additional supplies needed specifically for their classroom. If so, they will notify about what is 

needed.)  All school supplies should be dropped off at the Open House so that your child does not 

have to try to manage them on the first day of school. 

 

3. What is the best way to stay updated with District and School information and events?  There are 

many ways in which to stay in touch! 

 

Enews: Sign up for Enews to stay up to date with events and happenings at Independence.  Click 

here for a link to get signed up today! 

 

Websites: Click the links below for access to the Francis Howell School District and Independence 

websites. Within these sites you will find calendars of events, announcements, and other pertinent 

information. 

                        Francis Howell School District 

                        Independence Elementary 

 

Schoology: Schoology is a website containing a wide variety of resources for parents.  You will need 

to register following the steps outlined in the Parent Instructions. Click here to find out more!  

 

Peachjar: When you registered your child for school you were also automatically signed up for the 

Peachjar which is a District-wide e-flyer sent out periodically via email. This flyer covers everything 

from fundraisers to school events to health and wellness. 

 

4. How can I get involved with the PTO?  Join us at our first PTO meeting on Tuesday, Aug. 15th at 

6:00-7:00 p.m. in the Independence Learning Commons.  Meetings are open to all families and are a 

great way to meet other parents and get involved!  We will be discussing upcoming events and 
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https://www.peachjar.com/index.php?a=28&b=138&region=94080


fundraisers. Click here for a link to the PTO website to learn more about it. 

 

5. How can I learn about the Kindergarten curriculum?  Click here for a link to curriculum information 

across grade levels and subject areas. Your child’s teacher will also be sharing information about the 

kindergarten curriculum at the Open House. 

 

6. How do I find out about the bus schedule?  The bus schedule will be posted on the district website; 

click here to access the link.  Please be sure to check the list the day before school begins to be sure 

that there have not been any changes. Also please note that your child’s bus slot # is NOT the same 

as the number on the bus.  The slot # is where the bus parks and how we line up for the buses. This 

has nothing to do with the number that is actually on the bus. 

 

7. How do kindergartners get to the buses at the end of the day?  Kindergarten students line up in the 

classroom and  walk with their teacher to the bus. The teachers walk them to their bus all year long. 

 

8. How will my child find their classroom at the beginning of the year? How will they know where to 

go at the end of the day?  For the first few weeks of school students are escorted by Independence 

staff to their classroom from the bus, Parent Pick-Up, and Vacation Station.  For dismissal bus riders 

stay with their teacher (as noted above), students going to Parent Pick-Up are escorted by 

Independence Staff to the pick-up area, and students going to Vacation Station are picked up by 

Vacation Station staff.  These procedures continue until teachers are confident that students can 

independently navigate to each area. 

 

9. Will my child have an assigned seat on the bus?  Kindergarten students sit at the front of the bus. 

The bus driver may have assigned seats beyond where the kindergarten students sit; however, this 

is up to each driver. 

 

10. How do I find out about before and after school care?  Click here for a link to information about our 

Vacation Station program.  You may also call Jill Orr at 636-851-5761. 

 

11. What do I do if my address or phone number changes?  It is imperative that we have accurate up to 

date contact information not only for our communication purposes, but more importantly in case of 

an emergency with your child.  Please contact Mary Barlos at 636-851-5810 with any changes to 

your address or emergency contact information. 

 

12. What do I need to do if my child will be absent?  If your child will be absent, please call the 

Independence office at the following number and leave a message letting them know the reason for 

the absence- 636-851-5900.  Click here for further information.  

 

13. What if I need to pick up my child early for an appointment?  If you pick up your child early you will 

need to sign them out in the office and provide identification such as your driver’s license.  A form of 

identification is required for the safety of all students. 
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14. What do I do if I want to volunteer?   Click here for a link to information regarding volunteering.  All 

volunteers must have a cleared background check on file. Your child’s teacher will also let you know 

about volunteer opportunities within the classroom which vary from class to class. 

 

Kindergarten Day:  
 

1. How long is the school day?  School begins at 9:05 a.m.; students are dismissed at 4:05 p.m. Early 

release time is 1:10 p.m. 

 

2. How many students are in each class?  Class sizes vary from year to year, however average class 

size is 21. 

  

3. What is the kindergarten daily schedule?  You will receive a daily schedule from your child’s teacher 

at Open House.  Our special area classes are music, P.E., and art, which are on a 3-day rotation that 

will be reflected on the schedule. 

 

4. Will my child have recess?  Kindergarten students have two recess periods-20 minutes each; one in 

the morning and one in the afternoon. Recess teachers are on the playground daily to help organize 

and keep games going. Active supervision is used to assist and monitor student activity. 

 

5. How do I find out about school lunches, how to access my account, etc.?  Click here for school Meal 

Menus and Prices as well as information regarding Online Payments and Free and Reduced Meals. 

 

6. Will students have a snack during the day?  Can I purchase milk for snack? You will need to send a 

snack daily (labeled with your child’s name) that does NOT need to be refrigerated.  If you want your 

child to have a drink you will need to send a water bottle that they can independently open and 

close, or include a drink with snack.  They will not be able to purchase milk as the cafeteria is closed.  

Snack needs to be in a separate container from lunch (if they bring lunch) to avoid confusion about 

which to eat when. 

 

7. What if my child has food allergies?  How does that work at lunch and snack?  If your child has 

food allergies please notify the nurse; she will follow up with you as well as your child’s teacher 

regarding any necessary precautions.  There is a table designated for students with severe allergies 

in the café; when nut allergies are present in a classroom it is designated as “Nut Free.”  Talk with 

your child’s teacher/the nurse regarding specific needs or concerns. 

 

8. Are birthdays celebrated at school? Birthday treats?  Yes, birthdays are typically celebrated during 

snack time. You are welcome to send in a store bought treat for your child to share, however, all 

food must contain a complete ingredient list and will be checked and approved by the nurse.  Please 

see the Parent Handbook for more details regarding specific guidelines for birthday treats. 
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9. How do I sign up for Parent Pick Up/Drop Off?  See Mary or Sharon in the office to pick up the 

forms to sign up for Parent Pick Up/Drop Off. They will provide placards for your car(s) and ensure 

that your child’s teacher receives a Parent Pick Up card for your child. 

 

10. Is there homework in kindergarten?  Kindergarten students have a “Homework Calendar” with 

nightly activities that shouldn’t take more than 5-10 minutes to complete that provide practice with 

reading and math.  In addition there is a school-wide reading goal of 20 minutes a night.  The 

reading can be reading to or with your child, as well as independent reading when they are able. 

Your child’s teacher will send home the calendar along with instructions for the activities. 

 

11. Can my child bring toys to school for recess or for after school?  Toys are not allowed at school as 

they are distracting even if left in your child’s backpack, and can get lost or broken. 

 

12. Do Kindergarten students go on field trips?  Yes, kindergarten students go on two field trips each 

year.  These vary from year-to-year; your child’s teacher will let you know when field trips are 

scheduled. 

 

13. Will there be a nap time in kindergarten?  Yes, all kindergarten classrooms have a 30 minute quiet 

time in the afternoon.  This is a time when students rest on mats with the lights off.  During quiet 

time teachers work one-on-one with students to do assessments and/or provide intervention on 

specific skills with which students are struggling. 

 

14. How do parents and teachers communicate?  Teachers use a variety of methods to communicate; 

email, text, phone calls, Remind, websites, Wiki pages, Seesaw, Weekly Newsletters, etc.  Talk with 

your child’s teacher about the preferred methods of communication. 

 

Last but not least, you will be receiving a Parent Handbook at the Open House which covers 

most of the topics above as well as many others.  As we move through the year don’t forget 

to use this resource!  As always, feel free to contact our office with any other questions at 

636-851-5900.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

See you at the Open House on August 7th! 

 


